Measure for Measure :  Law and Order, Picklocks and Prunes

(Michael Hattaway, University of Sheffield)

1.  A Problem Play

Whereof let this suffice at this time  . . . For what hath the meditation of the law of God to do with any precise knowledge of the law of man, sith they are several trades, and incident to divers persons. (William Harrison, ‘A Description of England’, in F.J. Furnivall (ed.), Elizabethan England, (London, n.d.), p.  51.)

2.  A Sanctified Polity

The people of Geneva had bound themselves ‘to live in obedience … concerning the exercise of their religion, and  the form of their ecclesiastical government, as those  their true and faithful ministers of God’s word had agreeably to  scripture set down for that end and purpose’   However, he goes on, ‘When these things began to be put in ure, the people also … began to repent of that they had done, and irefully to champ upon the bit they had taken into their mouths …’ (Hooker, Of the Laws of Ecclesiastical Polity, 2 vols, (London, 1907), I, 80.)
When ye have by the severity of justice settled your countries, and made them know that ye can strike, then may ye thereafter all the days of your life mix justice with mercy, punishing or sparing, as ye shall find the crime to have been wilfully or rashly committed, and according to the by-past haviour of the committer. (The Basilikon Doron of King James I, in H. Morley (ed.), A Miscellany, 1888, p. 113.)
3.  The Trial of Pompey and Froth

POMPEY Sir, she came in great with child, and longing — saving your honour’s reverence — for stewed prunes. (2.1.81-2)
4.  Theocracy and Theatocracy

For Kings being public persons, by reason of their office and authority, are as it were set (as it was said of old) upon a public stage, in the sight of all the people;  where all the beholders’ eyes are attentively bent, to look and pry in the least circumstance of their secretest drifts. (Basilikon Doron, p. 188) 
5. Power and Authority

Romans 13: ‘Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers: for there is no power but of God: & the powers that be, are ordained of God . . . For he is the minister of God for thy wealth: but if thou do evil, fear: for he beareth not the sword for nought: for he is the minister of God to take vengeance on him that doth evil’ (Rom. 9. 1 & 4).
6. Contemporary Disorder

… I would with adultery and fornication to have some sharper law. For what great smart is it to be turned out of hot sheet into a cold, or, after a little washing in the water, to be let loose again unto their former trades. Howbeit the dragging of some of them over the Thames between Lambeth and Westminster at the tail of a boat is a punishment that most terrifieth them which are condemned thereto;  but this is inflicted upon them by none other than the knight marshal, and that within the compass of his jurisdiction and limits only . . .   As in theft therefore, so in adultery and whoredom, I would wish the parties trespassing to be made bond or slaves unto those that received the injury, to sell and give where they listed, or to be condemned to the galleys. (Harrison, pp. 241-2)
7. The Trials of Juliet and Claudio:   Shame and Guilt

8.  Brothels and Reformation

Here such lewd women as were committed for their wicked life and should have been kept hard at work and had the diet of the house, were suffered to entertain any that would resort unto them in as great looseness as they would have done in their lewd houses, and there were feasted with variety of wines and delicate meats, beside a common tap-house of strong beer which they had there set up to the great scandal of the said hospital. (cit. Robert Ashton, ‘Popular entertainment and social control in later Elizabethan and early Stuart London’, The London Journal, 9 (1983), 3-19.)
9. The Provost

10. Seclusion

11. ‘A  Fantastic’  – Making it Strange

12. The Trials of Angelo , Isabella, Lucio, and the Duke

13. Endings not Conclusions
